Who then was this Acheloiis whom Ovid tells about? In the Metamorphoses the account of Acheloiis's feast follows directly after the passionate story of the wild boar of Calydon and its fateful slaying by Meleager and Atalanta. It seems appropriate to remind the reader that the Museum owns Rubens's lusty painting of this triumphant pair in which Atalanta holds the horrid severed head of the boar on her knees.
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On that day in Calydon the slashing tusks of the boar had cost the lives of many a brave hero of Greece. When the business was finished great Theseus and his inseparable young friend Pirithoiis, accompanied also by Lelex of Locris, "ripe both in mind and years," began their homeward journey. Ovid tells the story at his accustomed easy pace, introducing at the very outset the Greeks' strange identification of natural element and presiding divinity (Loeb Classical Library, pp. 445-446):
"Meanwhile Theseus, having done his part in the confederate task, was on his way back to Tritonia's city where Erechtheus ruled [i.e.
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